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tents of the temple, the golden plates which had cov-
ered its walls, the amazingly wrought trees, birds and
other objects in the gardens, were cast into the melt-
ing pot and transformed to bullion. Of that vast
treasure of the Temple of the Sun, all that remains
intact to-day are a few bent and battered plates of
thin gold that once formed part of the covering of
the outer wall, and which were dropped, trodden into
the earth and overlooked by Pizarro's men*
Throughout the immeasurably ancient capital of
the Incas, and everywhere throughout the empire as
well, it was the same story. Every object of intrinsic
value was seized by the Dons. Everything that
hinted of paganism and that could be destroyed was
destroyed by the priests. Countless palaces, temples
and other buildings were torn to pieces to provide
material for erecting Spanish churches, the cathedral
and other structures.
But the massive walls that had withstood the ele-
ments, the earthquakes and the wear and tear of thou-
sands of years were beyond the" power of the
Spaniards to destroy. By dint of immense labor and
hundreds of toiling enslaved Indians they managed
to knock holes in them here and there, to pry a few
stones loose, and to remove the uppermost tiers of
blocks. But the results were not worth the labor and
time expended, so the Dons erected their own flimsy,
ugly edifices upon the summits of the pre-Incan
works or fitted their dwellings, like parasitic growths,
within them. But the magnificent walls still remain,
hemming in the narrow, dirty, cobbled streets; form-
ing the foundations of rows of squalid huts;
rising majestically above offal-strewn corrals and